A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
In Spain there was a deadlock; though the quality of the
French troops was continually declining and the Spanish
guerrillas were as active and as brave as ever, yet no serious
decline in the French military power over the peninsula appeared
Murderous actions such as that of Albuera were fought with
no appreciable effect upon either side; Massena had been beaten
back from Portugal in 1810; but Wellington's base and his
opportunity of reinforcement remained, though his position was
precarious, and the number of his effective troops of British
origin had fallen to 8000. Rodrigo and Badajos, frontier fort-
resses, were captured, useful enough if ever a march upon the
Spanish capital should be possible to the Spaniards and their
English allies.
An unfortunate war against the United States was a further
handicap to the resources of the English; but just at that
moment there was taking place that change in European affairs
which was to turn the tide backward against the Emperor, and
leave him at last defeated and exiled*
He had raised himself to the fullest of his power; he had
married the daughter of the Habsburgs, Marie Louise, and
though the burden of conscription imposed upon his allies aad
the French people exasperated and weakened them, yet French
finance and currency were sound, the machinery of government
intact, and the Napoleonic military machine invincible. But
there was a condition to all this; and that condition was what
had been at first a real friendship and alliance between Napoleon
and the Autocrat of All the Russias. Quarrels over the status of
Poland—which both Napoleon and the Tsar desired to restore,
but both for the advantage of their own policy—a bad fall in
the value of Russian currency, due largely to Napoleon's Con-
tinental blockade, and a similar fall in Russian trade with
England, the personal hatred felt for the Revolution by almost
all the members of the Tsar's family, circle, and court, and a
general quarrel, the seeds of which had been sown when the
French Emperor had married his Habsburg wife, were growing
to a head.
Had Napoleon grasped what would be meant by the peril of
losing Russian support he would have sacrificed almost anything
to its maintenance; but, as it was, he conceived that even this
new task now looming before him—a victory over his last
opponent—was capable of accomplishment; and all during 1811
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